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I. THE EIGHTH ASSEMBLY OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 


NCE more national as well as international prophets have been 

confounded. The forecast was an Assembly, routine-bound, 
common-place, ennwyeux. And the chief result seemed likely to be an 
increase of that dissatisfaction which had shown itself in certain quarters 
over recent League policy, and which, in the public mind at all events, 
appeared to be identified with the resignations of Viscount Cecil and 
M. de Jouvenel. The precise contrary has happened. This year’s 
session witnessed a number of events of high international importance. 
Geneva got definitely nearer to realities. And the whole atmosphere 
has been cleared. For full publicity has been given to criticism of the 
League, particularly as regards its internal mechanism, and the criticism 
was fairly and openly met. The Assembly, in fact, after some recent 
sessions when it has failed quite to live up to the part expected of it as 
the annual Parliament of a great part of the world, suddenly found itself. 
The net result has been a keen stimulus to the whole League to continue 
and develop its work with energy, confidence, and a common purpose. 

As the following brief review is written before the Assembly has 
closed, and before some at least of the final resolutions are to hand, a 
general indication only of what has happened can be given on a certain 
number of points. But the main outlines, and the part of the work of 
the League which is likely to count much in the ensuing months, are 
clear enough already. 

The Assembly keeps one hand on the pulse of the League by means 
of its right to review the Secretary-General’s Annual Report on the 
League’s work. This year it used its right to the full; discussion was 
more lively, more detailed than usual, and unquestionably more out- 
spoken. The two topics upon which interest centred, both inside the 
Assembly and outside in the world of public opinion, were the League’s 
progress towards Disarmament, and the very frank criticism that was 
passed on certain aspects of the Council’s Policy. The latter, of course, 
covered the fact that, rightly or wrongly, some of the smaller States’ 
members of the League are inclined to regard the Great Powers as form- 
ing a sort of inner ring on the Council, and at times using the methods of 
the ‘‘ boss’”’ in matters of policy. The same doubts were in evidence 
during 1926 in the discussions that went on over the enlargement of the 
Council. 

To take Disarmament first, upon a scientific solution of which the 
League has concentrated for seven years (in itself a unique thing in the 
world of politics), this has advanced stage by stage. There was a danger 
at the beginning of this Assembly that the failure of the Coolidge Con- 
ference would not only disguise the real progress that the League has 
made during the year, but also damp down its general confidence in the 
usefulness or possibility of any sort of general conference on Armaments 
in the near future. But a strong belief soon made itself manifest that, 
whatever happened, the League must go on, and that the Assembly’s 
duty was to increase, if possible, the moral and psychological backing 
for Disarmament, and so drive home the technical advances made during 
1927. This belief found expression in the prominence that many dele- 
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gates gave in their speeches to the growth and importance of arbitration, 
the real, if slow, development of international law, and to the principles 
of the Geneva Protocol, if not to the plan itself. 

Support of the Protocol at first followed the ardent example of the 
last two Assemblies. But before long it became clear that the note 
struck rang less loud and less true. There was one instance of a recant- 
ation (if only temporary) by one of the chief architects of the Protocol, 
M. Politis, the Greek Delegate. He frankly faced the impossibility of 
realising an “ideal’’ plan under existing conditions, and said “‘ wait.”’ 
The bewildering eloquence of M. Briand seemed to restore the day for 
the Protocol ; but it was only for the moment. Sir Austen Chamberlain’s 
speech, which came next, may be said to have altered the whole direction 
of the Assembly’s discussions, by bringing it face to face with certain 
practical, but not in the nature of things at all unhopeful, realities. Sir 
Austen bluntly reiterated the British Government’s definite refusal to 
accept the wide obligations which they read into the Protocol. Great 
Britain stood loyally by the Covenant. But additional obligations 
already incurred in the Locarno Pact went just as far as it was thought 
safe or practically possible for the British Empire to go. So, too, with 
arbitration, the British Government, by reason of the special structure 
of the Empire, was unwilling as yet to adopt a hard and fast type of 
arbitration. This meant no hostility to arbitration as such, in which 
indeed the British record stood as high as anyone’s, as witness the 
reference of the Mosul question to the Permanent Court. 

In tone the speech may read a little harshly. But it seemed necessary 
to make a plain protest against a view which appears to have been 
“circulated ’’’ on the Continent that the fact that Great Britain does 
not see eye to eye with a number of other members of the League over 
a particular plan for disarmament, and a particular type of arbitration, 
implies a half-hearted loyalty to the League as a whole, and means that 
Great Britain is the real obstacle in the way of European peace and 
disarmament. After the first shock it was felt that the air had been 
cleared, and the Assembly through its Third Committee settled down 
to the task of strengthening the “‘security’’ side of the problem of 
disarmament by means other than the Protocol, i.e., through the Cove- 
nant and by arbitration. 

The Third Committee finally made a number of interesting recom- 
mendations, a combination of French, German, and Dutch proposals, 
which explain the practical ways in which it is proposed to buttress up 
the effectiveness of the League’s Preparatory Committee for Disarma- 
ment, and add to the chances of a successful “‘ first Conference.”’ It is 
proposed to create side by side with the Preparatory Disarmament 
Committee, a new “‘ Securtty Committee,’’ on which non-members of the 
League may also have a seat (it is hoped that America may give proof 
here of her great interest in Arbitration). Its object will be to encourage 
arbitration treaties, probably on a model form, and security treaties like 
Locarno ; to make certain provisions of the Covenant more effective in 
a crisis; to ascertain how far, under these post-Locarno conditions, 
States will be willing to fix their armaments at the lowest levels ; and, 
finally, to ask the States what kind of definite assistance they would be 
prepared to give, to back up the Council’s decisions in a conflict im a 


given region. 
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These resolutions seem to be a statesmanlike attempt to strengthen 
the existing terms of the Covenant in harmony with the international 
situation resulting from Locarno and the entrance of Germany into the 
League. 

At the same time a more “ idealist’ section of opinion has found 
expression in two further resolutions, one by the Polish delegation in 
favour of outlawing all war, and another by Dr. Nansen for creating a 
kind of “‘ optional clause’’ for non-juridical disputes, The value of these 
declarations of faith can be proved by time alone. Incidentally, it should 
be noted that the signature of the ordinary Optional Clause by the 
German Government, during this Assembly, made a marked impression 
on the delegates. The German Delegation, in fact, took a definite lead, 
during the Assembly, in the work for International Peace. 

The creation of a good psychological atmosphere is a thing difficult 
to guarantee. But it would appear that the Assembly has taken great 
pains to give the best setting to the completion of the work of the 
Preparatory Disarmament Committee, which it is expected will meet 
before the close of the year, and to the first General Disarmament Con- 
ference itself next year. As has been said, there has been outspoken 
criticism at this Assembly by some of the smaller States of alleged methods 
of the Great Powers on the Council of what has been called their “ hotel ”’ 
and “ tea-party ’’ methods of settlement in certain matters of League 
policy. The prolonged applause which followed the speech of M. Hambro, 
the Norwegian Delegate, who dotted the i’s in these charges, showed at 
least that there was a considerable body of opinion that thought there 
was something in them. Sir Austen Chamberlain, M. Briand and others, 
replied, pointing out exaggerations, and that the smaller States in 
practice also met together among themselves, and settled things. 

The importance of the whole discussion lies not so much in the truth 
underlying the actual charges, as in the fact that the Assembly, represent- 
ing the opinion of the smaller States, was using a healthy right to point 
out what might, if unchecked, drift into a kind of policy on the part 
of a section of the Council more like pre-war secret diplomacy and 
bargaining, than the publicity which the League aims at. On another 
occasion the Assembly asserted itself when it refused Belgium’s appli- 
cation for re-eligibility to a non-permanent seat on the Council. There 
was no bad feeling about it. The Assembly quietly stood for a principle 
of something like rotation, rather than a continued presence on the 
Council even of a brilliant personality like M. Vandervelde. Indeed, 
outspokenness was the fashion at the Assembly, and it does not appear 
to have harmed the essential good relations between the Delegations, or 
their capacity for co-operation. For example, Sir Austen’s blunt speech 
did not prevent the Assembly from electing Canada—another member 
of the British Empire—as a non-permanent member of the Council. 
And on the Council itself, during the discussion of the complicated 
Hungarian-Rumanian dispute, there was a spontaneous and unpre- 
cedented demonstration on the part of all the members by way of 
marking their appreciation of the straight-forward part played by Sir 
Austen Chamberlain, 

The Hungarian-Rumanian Controversy needs a short explanation, as 
bigger issues than the actual quarrel itself seem likely to be involved. 
Some 300 Hungarian, landowners, who, as the Trianon Treaty allowed, 
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have opted for Rumanian nationality, have recently claimed restitution 
or compensation before the Mixed Arbitral Tribunal set up by the Treaty, 
for property they have lost through the Rumanian Agrarian Law in 
excess of the very modest compensation accorded under Rumanian law 
to Rumanians. The Mixed Arbitral Tribunal decided in their favour, 
whereupon Rumania withdrew its member, and brought the matter 
before the League on the strength of Article XI. Hungary on her side, 
asked the Council to fill up the vacancy on the Mixed Arbitral Tribunal, 
as the Treaty requires. A Sub-Committee of the Council spent much 
time and care over the quarrel, which in some form or other has per- 
plexed the Council and the Chancelleries of Europe for some years, and 
took the advice of a number of famous jurists present at Geneva. 

The Council’s Report was substantially in favour of the Rumanian 
point of view, setting aside the judgment of the Mixed Arbitral Tribunal, 
chiefly for political considerations and reasons of equity. The Hun- 
garian Delegate maintained that the Council was not a Court of Law, 
and the function of conciliation had no direct bearing on a question 
such as the present, which was one of the interpretation of an inter- 
national Treaty. Hungary, therefore, wished to appeal to the Permanent 
International Court. As no agreement was reached between the dis- 
putants, the Council perforce has postponed the matter till December, 
in the hope that the interval may be used to finda solution. The dispute, 
however, raised a number of smaller problems. It presents a comment 
upon the effectiveness of arbitration itself. It questions certain powers 
of the Council—can the Council act both as a court of law and court of 
equity ? It indicates the dangers that might result to political stability 
elsewhere by a “judgment” on this test case; other ‘‘ successor 
States,’’ for example, would be involved if a special class of property 
owners in Rumania became privileged; Russia and Mexico, too, are 
faced with the same kind of problem. Finally, it throws a certain 
amount of doubt upon the usefulness or genuineness of an appeal to the 
League on these kinds of questions through Article XI. Yet, when all 
is said and done, it is possible that the most important matter that 
the Assembly dealt with was one quite different from all these. 

It is possible that 1927 wil) be regarded as an Economic “ Annus 
Mirabilis’’; that the Report of the May Economic Conference will 
turn out to be the most momentous thing that the League has done for 
the peoples and their prosperity. The Assembly concentrated on the 
best method of carrying out the recommendations of the Conference, 
which it unanimously endorsed, in favour of a policy of “ freer ’’ trade. 
Already these had been backed by the Stockholm Conference of the 
International Chamber of Commerce, and officially supported by the 
German, Austrian, Belgian and Czech-Slovak Governments, and, during 
the Assembly, by the Scandinavian Governments. The British Govern- 
ment strongly approves in principle. The Assembly, on its part, has 
requested the Council to set up, side by side with the ordinary League 
Economic Committee, a larger and more representative consultative 
Commission, modelled on the recent Preparatory Committee for the 
Economic Conference. This Committee, containing representatives of 
industry, finance, agriculture and labour, will meet, say, once a year ; 
it will be in direct touch with the International Labour Office, the Inter- 
national Chamber of Commerce, and the Agricultural Institute at Rome ; 
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it will be able to take a wider view and serve as a link between the 
League and private industrial and other circles, and it will join with the 
League in bringing what pressure it can on the Governments to carry 
out the new economic policy for the appeasement of Europe. 

In the humanitarian field the League has obtained a number of 
important results. The discussions of the Fifth Committee have been 
the centre of interest here. An enormously valuable report has been 
issued by the Malaria Commission, ‘‘a positive contribution to the 
welfare of humanity,” difficult to overestimate. The beneficent in- 
fluence of the League’s work for “‘ health ’’ increases year by year. This 
year has witnessed the publication of Part I of the Report of the experts 
on the Traffic in Women and Children, and Part II is expected to be 
published shortly. As a result the Permanent Advisory Committee is 
to consider requesting all Governments to abolish “ licensed houses,’’ a 
very notable change from the earlier reluctance in certain quarters to 
let the League touch on a “‘ domestic matter.” As regards the Drug 
Traffic, the Assembly earnestly recommended the report of the Advisory 
Committee, which stressed the vital need of ratifying the Opium Con- 
vention, to check the illicit traffic in drugs, which was enormous ; at the 
same time there were, it is pointed out, about thirty drug factories in 
the world, and if the Governments would prevent the products from 
these getting into illicit markets, the evil would be ended. 

The future of the Slavery Convention looks brighter. Great Britain 
came to the Assembly as the only Power who had ratified. But during 
the session all the ‘‘ Colonial ’’ Powers have promised to take steps to 
ratify the Convention forthwith. It will thus become a really effective 
instrument. The question of Alcoholism was brought before the Second 
Committee. The League had already considered this matter in a special 
sense on the Mandates Commission and the Women and Children and 
Health Committees. But the present proposal, involving the creation 
of an Advisory Committee and placing the International Bureau against 
Alcoholism under the wing of the League, was hotly opposed by a number 
of delegates as the introduction of “ prohibition ’”’ into the League. Its 
authors (delegates from Finland, Poland and Sweden) finally withdrew 
the proposal, reserving their right to bring it forward again in another form. 

As regards Refugees, the Assembly recommended a further inter- 
national loan to finish off the settlement of Greek refugees, while Dr. 
Nansen made so eloquent an appeal to the Council to give financial help 
for the settlement of Armenians in the Erivan area, that M. Briand 
promised French support, and an urgent appeal will be sent out at once 
to other Governments to give this scheme a chance of being carried out. 

In fine, the characteristics of this Eighth Assembly have been these :— 
a willingness to give and receive and to take advantage of constructive 
criticism ; the restoration of the Assembly to its proper position in the 
League scheme, which means in effect a better balance between the 
smaller States and the Great Powers, a general concentration upon 
practical, more immediately realisable plans on important issues, espec- 
ially disarmament, in preference to a rigid adherence to any hard and 
fast, though “Ideal ”’ solution ; and the lead that the German delegation 
has given in co-operation towards international peace. 

(Conirtbuted) . 


(Final details of the Assembly are given in the Chronology.) 
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7 II.—CHRONOLOGY. 
Afghanistan. 


September 26th.—It was announced that the King would pay an official 
visit to London and Paris next December. 


Albania. 
September 15th.—The new Session of the Parliament opened. Ahmed Beg 


Zogu, the President, addressed a joint meeting of the Senate and Chamber 
of Deputies and reviewed the domestic and external situation during the 


past year, 
September 20th.—It was reported from Tirana that the President had 


signed a decree amnestying 371 political refugees. 


Austria. 
September 14th.—Appointment of new Soviet Ministers. (See U.S.S.R.) 
U.S.S.R.) 


September 15th.—Visit of Austrian students to Leningrad. (See 


Belgium. 
September 14th.—It was reported that the Christian Missions in China 


had addressed a telegram to the Missionary Superior-General at Scheut 
stating that about 9th September brigands killed Father Léon Vandenbossche, 


of the Kong Fang Ing Tze Mission. 
September 15th.—Failure of Belgium to secure a seat on the League 


Council. (See League of Nations.) 

September 18th.—M. Vandervelde, the Foreign Minister, returned from 
Geneva, and in a statement to the Press said that failure to secure re-election 
to the League Council was a great disappointment to Belgium. 


Brazil. 
September 15th.—The British and other delegates to the International 


Parliamentary Commercial’ Conference attended a meeting of the Chamber 

of Commerce in Sao Paulo and stated the British requirements in Brazil. 
September 16th.—The Foreign Chamber of Commerce decided to establish 

at Sao Paulo a court of arbitration to deal with commercial questions. 
September 17th.—The Delegation of British Members of Parliament 


inspected the coffee estates. 


Bulgaria. 

September 15th.—Request to League of Nations for a loan. (See League 
of Nations.) 

September 23vrd.—Yugoslav instructions ve activity of Komitajis. (See 
Yugoslavia.) 

September 26th.—A friendly conversation took place between the Yugoslav 
Minister in Sofia and M. Liaptcheff, the Prime Minister, on the subject of 
revolutionary outrages in Macedonia. They agreed as to the necessity for 
joint action by the two Governments. 

Canada. 

September 19th.—Mr. Mackenzie King, the Prime Minister, issued a state- 
ment respecting the election of Canada to a seat on the Council of the League 
of Nations in which it was stated that this step recognized both the 
individuality of Canada as a nation and the high esteem in which Canada 
was held by other member States. 


China. 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 
Civil Wars. 
Shantung and Kiangsu. 
September 20th.—Three fights occurred along the Shanghai-Hangchow 


and Shanghai-Nanking Railways between the 1st Army Corps commanded 
by General Ho Ying-yin and the 31st Army Corps. The latter was composed 
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of troops who deserted from Sun Chuan-fang and went over to Chiang 
Kai-shek but now teverted to their former leadér!* © 

The 3rst Army Corps stopped all railway traffic while they were moving 
to Chinkiang: The 1st Army Corps’ tore’ up ‘the railway at Hsinchwang 
(12 miles S.E. of Shanghai). 

September 23rd.—It was reported that the Northern forces were again 
moving South along the Tientsin-Pukow Railway. 


Honan. 


September 15th.—It was reported that Feng Yu-hsiang’s revolted Generals 
had driven his forces from Kaifeng (the capital of Honan), and were 
threatening Chengchow. A military conference at Peking was stated to 
have decided to take an immediate defensive against Feng Yu-hsiang by 
way of the Lunghai and Peking-Hankow railways. 


Yunnan. 


September 23rd.—It was reported that the Governor was disarming 
Communists. 


The Peking Government. 


September 15th.—The preliminary trial of the fifteen Russians arrested 
during the raid on the Russian Embassy compound last March concluded. 
All were found guilty of agitation to produce an internal disturbance in 
China. The prisoners were sent before the High Procurate Court. 

September 23rd.—Robbery of Belgian and Czechslovak Ministers. (See 
Foreign Relations.) 

Sepiember 27th.—The Shansi forces were retiring along the Peking-Hankow 
Railway in South Chihli, and their places were being taken by Ankuochun 
(Northern Allies) troops. The Hankow Commander, Tang Sheng-Chih, left 
suddenly for Hunan. 

Shanghai. 

September 24th.—-The Northerners, under Chang Chung-Chang and Sun 
Chuan-Fang, who were making a drive down the Tientsin-Pukow Railway, 
were reported to be within 20 miles of Pukow. 

The Nationalists were stated to have sent a division to Kashing (on the 
Shanghai-Hangchow Railway) to prevent an attack by Communists from 
Chekiang. 

It was confirmed that Sun Chuan-Fang did not lose more than 10,000 
men in his recent attempts to establish himself on the Shanghai-Nanking 
Railway. ; 


The Kuomintang. 


The Nanking Government. 


September 15th.—It was reported that the Kuomintang conference which 
was to have been held on this date at Nanking in order to arrange the 
amalgamation of the Nanking and Wuhan Governments had been postponed 
owing to the resignation of Mr. Wang Ching-Wei, Minister of Justice in the 
former Government. 

It was reported that Chiang Kai-shek was travelling incognito in the 
French steamer “‘ Chenonceaux ”’ en route for U.S.A. 

September 19th.—It was announced from Shanghai that a new Nationalist 
Government would assume office at Nanking on 20th September. It was 
stated that the Government would be controlled by a Commission of five 
including the former generalissimo of the Kuomintang army and the 
chairman of the Central Executive of the Kuomintang. It was stated that 
Wu Chao-chu would be the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
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From Peking it was reported that although large numbers of Kuomintang 
leaders had been appointed members of the Special Committee at Nanking 
for the reunion of Nanking and Hankow, several were known to be abstaining, 
and it was notorious that unanimity was far from being obtained. 

A party of Chiang Kai-shek’s adherents were reported to be meeting 
at Hangchow (capital of Chekiang) instead of attending the Nanking 
Conference. 

In contradiction to former rumours it was reported that Chiang Kai-shek 
had gone to the Taichow district. 

September 22nd.—It was reported that Chu Chao-hsin, who had arrived 
in Hongkong from Geneva, declared in a statement to the Press that it would 
be an easy matter for Great Britain to resume her relations with China 
if she treated the Chinese on equal terms. He was stated to be going to 
Nanking to take up the post of Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

September 23vd.—Nationalist Ministers (including Mr. C. C. Wu) and Sun 
Fo arrived at Shanghai from Nanking. 

General Chiang Kai-shek returned to Shanghai. 


Hankow Government. 


September 15th.—Postponement of Conference at Nanking. (See Nanking 
Government.) 

September 16th.—M. Eugene Chen’s statement to the Press. (See U.S.S.R.) 

September 19th.—Reported formation of new Nationalist Government. 
(See Nanking Government.) 

It was stated that Tang Sheng-chih, the Hankow military commander, 
had promised complete obedience to the Government which was projected, 
but had refrained from personally visiting Nanking as requested. 

A number of Communist agents were arrested on a charge of attempting 
to smuggle in 140 cases of German-made dynamite. The immediate dismissal 
of all former Communists from Government employment was ordered. 

September 20th.—A fracas occurred in the British Concession when a 
gang of men rescued a uniformed prisoner believed to be a Communist 
leader, who had been arrested on board a Japanese steamer, from a Chinese 
escort passing through Hankow. Fighting occurred and a number of 
passers-by were wounded, the prisoner escaped. Martial law was proclaimed. 

September 21st.—In connection with the arrest reported on 20th September, 
the Japanese authorities removed fifty Chinese soldiers from a Japanese 
steamer, disarmed them and held them under arrest. 

A Japanese sentry was boycotted, machine-gun fire followed and one 
Chinese was killed and a few wounded. The situation was restored to normal. 

It was reported that Tang Sheng-Chih, reputed to be in control of 200,000 
troops, was likely to declare his independence at Hankow where he would 
assume the position of military director for Hunan, Hupeh and Kiangsu. 

It was reported that General Ho Ying-Yin in a statement in regard to 
the fighting said that disarmament of the 31st Army Corps was carried out 
by order of the Military Council at Nanking. 

Sepiember 23vd.—It was reported that the notes of the Central Bank 
(a Communist concern) had depreciated so much that three notes were 
accepted for one silver dollar. It was further stated, however, that prospects 
of a resumption of trade on the Upper Yangtze were better than they had 
been for months. 


Canton. 


September 15th.—It was reported that there was a likelihood that the 
anti-British boycott would be reinstituted. It was stated that pickets had 
already been aggressively interfering with British goods and transit. 
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September 19th.—It was reported that Canton was establishing indepen- 
dent régime, and that there had been wholesale dismissals of adherents of 
Nanking and Wuhan. 

Li Chai-sum (the Canton garrison commander) was reported to be firmly 
established in power. 

Since the dismissal of Koo Yin-fun, the Nanking financial commissioner, 
merchants had expected relief from the financial stringency, but Li Chai-sum 
was insisting on the completion of the {1,000,000 loan. 

It was reported that the Cantonese General Chang Fat-kwai was returning 
to Canton from the Yangtze. It was understood that complete agreement 
existed between this general and Li Chai-Sum. 

September 23vd.—It was reported that the Chinese gunboat, ‘“‘ Kwangkam,”’ 
carrying the proceeds of the official revenues, was boarded by pirates en route 
from Kiungchow to Canton. The Canton authorities requested the Hong- 
kong Government to assist them and four arrests were made. 

September 25th.—Generals Yeh Ting and Ho Lung captured Swatow by a 
coup. Li Chai-Sum made little effort to prevent them. The officials fled to 
Hongkong, and Swatow was left temporarily to the mercies of “ Red” 
peasant soldiery. Foreigners were not maltreated. According to reports 
from Hongkong the capture did not seriously affect Li Chai-Sum, as his 
control over Swatow was only nominal. 

September 27th.—According to reports from Hongkong, government in 
Swatow is non-existent. Yeh Ting’s and HoLung’s troops remained outside 
the town, which was controlled by a ‘“ Red” rabble. It was decided in 
Canton to send a strong expedition to Swatow, led by Chang Fat-Kwai. 

The ‘‘ Kwangkam ”’ pirates arrested in Hongkong on 23rd September 
were deported to Canton, where they were re-arrested. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


September 14th.—Reported killing of Belgian missionary by brigands. 
(See Belgium.) 

September 15th.—Conclusion of preliminary trial of Russians arrested 
last March in the Russian Embassy Compound. (See Peking Government.) 

September 23rd.—Canton Government seeks assistance from Hongkong 
Government. (See China, Canton.) 

M. de Warzee, the Belgian Minister, and M. Haller, the Czechoslovak 
Minister, were held up and robbed within twenty miles of Peking. 


Czechoslovakia. 


September 14th.—It was reported that the Government had received a 
proposal from an American financial group to lease the State railways to a 
private company for a term of years. 


Egypt. 
September 14th.—The Committee of the Wafd met in conference and then 


adjourned until 18th September. Before breaking up the Committee in- 
formed the Press that complete unity existed between its members, who 
had decided to continue to work according to the principles laid by Zaghlul 
Pasha and to maintain the coalition he had founded. 

September 19th.—The Wafd issued a manifesto announcing that it would 
‘‘work for the realization of Zaghlul Pasha’s principles and strive for 
independence amicably, safeguard the Constitution, maintain the Coalition 
of parties, and cultivate friendly relations with foreign Powers in general 
and Great Britain in particular.”’ 

September 20th.—It was reported that Mme. Zaghlul was taking a lively 
interest in the meetings of the Wafd. 
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September 22nd.—Mohamed Pasha Mahmud, one of the Liberal Vice- 
Presidents, having returned, the Liberals issued a manifesto expressing their 
grief at the death of Saad Pasha Zaghlul, and their desire to maintain the 
present Coalition. 

September 26th.—Mustapha Pasha Nahas was unanimously elected leader 
of the Wafd and Chairman of the Wafd Parliamentary Committee by the 
members of both Houses of Parliament belonging to the Wafd Party. 


France. 

September 15th.—Statement in regard to Soviet debt to France. (See 
U.S.S.R.) 

Steel contract with Germany. (See Germany.) 

M. Millerand, in the first speech of his electoral campaign, called for a 
break with the Soviet, as being the only measure by which they could strike 
at Communism. Speaking of disarmament and the maintenance of peace 
he said that nothing should be neglected which might give an increased 
chance of peace. 

French reply to U.S.A. Treaty proposals. (See U.S.A.) 

September 17th.—M. René Bellenger, formerly manager of the Communist 
newspaper L’Humanité, was sentenced to two years’ imprisonment in respect 
of articles published in that newspaper inciting soldiers to disobey orders. 
M. Francois Gay, the present manager, M. Clamanus, a Communist Deputy 
for the Seine Department, and M. Monmousseau, General Secretary of the 
Confédération du Travail Unitaire were each sentenced for similar oflences. 

General Pershing and the chief delegates to the Convention of the 
American Legion arrived in Paris. 

M. Briand returned from Geneva. 

A Council of Ministers was held at Rambouillet. A communiqué was 
issued after the meeting stating that the Council had examined the question 
of relations with Russia; it had decided not to reply to the proposal for a 
pact of non-interference presented by the Soviet Government, as that 
Government had already, on 29th October, 1924, accepted the formal and 
unconditional engagement in that respect; that it considered that there 
was no justification at the moment for the breaking-off of diplomatic rela- 
tions and was, therefore, considering the Russian proposal for a pact of 
non-aggression, which conformed to its policy as well as to the end of security 
of its Allies in the East. The Council requested the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs to pursue negotiations for this purpose, “‘ after assuring himself that 
all conditions which were of a nature to make it possible were fulfilled.” 

September 18th.—It was stated that modifications would be made in the 
curriculum of the elementary schools in Alsace-Lorraine. In future, where 
the parents desired it, the children would be taught their catechism in 
German from the beginning and German instruction would begin in the 
second instead of the third year. 

September 19th.—The Convention of the American Legion in Paris was 
officially opened. There was a grand parade of the Legionaries through the 
streets. 

September 20th.—The Finance Committee of the Chamber examined the 
estimates of the Ministry of Finance for the coming year, which showed a 
reduction of 600,000,000 francs as compared with 1927. 

United States reply to French Note of 15th September. (See U.S.A.) 

Sepiember 21st.—General Pershing and 800 members of the American 
Legion were present at the consecration of the Bell Tower in connection 
with the memorial at Douaumont. M. Poincare spoke of the throwing back 
of the Germans from Verdun, in which American troops took part, and de- 
clared that two peoples who had stood together in defence of the same cause 
could never again be separated. 
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Sepiember 21st.—The reply of the United States to the French offer to- 
reduce the rates of the French general tariff by 50 per cent. in so far as that 
effected the United States was received in Paris. Absolute rejection by the 
United States Government of the French offer and the reiteration of the 
demand for most-favoured-nation treatment coinciding with the celebrations 
of the American Legion Convention were stated to have produced an unfor- 
tunate impression in the Press. 

September 22nd.—The Government made a statement contracting the 
fresh declaration made by M. Litvinoff, Soviet Assistant-Commissar for 
Foreign Affairs, in which he repeated his statement in regard to Franco- 
Soviet relations on the debt question. A French communiqué stated that 
‘the assertion made by M. Litvinoff that complete agreement had been 
reached on the debt question, and that agreement was in sight on the question 
of credits, did not correspond in any way to the reality.” 

M. Litvinoff’s fresh declaration ve Franco-Soviet negotiations. (See 
U.S.S.R.) 

September 23vd.—M. Rakovsky addressed a letter to M. de Monzie, making 
suggestions on the debt question, which included the following proposals. 
The U.S.S.R. agreed to pay :— 

(1) 41 annuities of 60,000,000 gold francs ; 
10 annuities of 60,000,000 gold francs for settlement of arrears ; 

and 

10 annuities of 60,000,000 gold francs as supplementary bonus. 

(2) The U.S.S.R. asked for credits to be opened in France for 
100,000,000 gold francs annually for six years. 

(3) The U.S.S.R. agreed to deposit in a French bank a guarantee of 
30,000,000 gold francs. 

September 26th.—In a speech on the occasion of his re-election as Presi- 
dent of the Department of the Meuse, M. Poincaré referred to the achievement 
of the Government of National Union in re-establishing French credit. To 
break up this Union, he said, would be to ruin everything. 


Germany. 

September 14th.—President von Hindenburg reviewed the entire German 
fleet. 

September 15th.—Soviet steel contract. (See U.S.S.R.) 

Messrs. Krupps concluded an agreement with the French Ministry of 
the Colonies for the delivery of iron structures for the Indo-Chinese railway. 
Payment was to be made on the reparations account, and the value of the 
contract was approximately £225,000. 

September 15th.—In a speech at the opening of the German Wholesale 
and Foreign Trade Association Herr Lustig, the Deputy-President, uttered 
a warning against indiscriminate foreign borrowing. He said that the 
only means of a general building-up of capital was production on a sound 
economic basis and exports in reasonable volume by all branches of trade 
and industry without artificial assistance. 

September 16th.—A Berlin newspaper published a statement which it 
stated had been made by M. Valdemaras, the Lithuanian Prime Minister, 
to the Press at Geneva. With regard to Poland, M. Valdemaras stated that 
Lithuania refused to recognize acts of violence and could only come to an 
understanding with Poland if that country declared itself ready to negotiate 
on the Vilna question. He said that relations between Lithuania and Germany 
were good, and in regard to Memel, Lithuania was not violating the rights 
of the population. 

September 18th.—President von Hindenburg spoke at the dedication of a 
memorial of the Battle of Tannenberg and repudiated German responsibility 
for the war. He challenged Germany’s former enemies to an impartial 


enquiry. 





157. 








14 


September 20th.—In connection with the President’s repudiation of 
German “ war guilt,”’ it was stated that Cabinet Ministers were aware of 
his intention to make the declaration. Nationalist newspapers urged that 
this declaration should be followed by diplomatic action. 

September 21st.—The Congress of the Nationalist Party was opened at 
Koenigsberg by Count Westarp, the leader of the Party. In a speech he 
praised the President’s repudiation of Germany’s responsibility for the war ; 
he stated in regard to foreign affairs that Herr Stresemann’s policy was the 
only possible one, and ended his speech with the declaration : ‘‘ That which 
is German must remain German.” 

It was officially announced that the President’s speech at the dedication 
of the Tannenberg Memorial was communicated not only to the Chancellor 
but to Herr Stresemann and all other authorities concerned, and that no 
objections were raised. In connection with the Tannenburg celebrations, 
the Kaiser sent a telegram to President von Hindenberg in which he invoked 
the “‘ spirit of Tannenburg’”’ and stated that “ with God’s help Germany 
will rise again.” 

September 22nd.—Herr von Keudell, the German Minister of the Interior, 
discussed Herr Gessler’s recent flag order at the Nationalist Party Conference 
at Koenigsberg. He said that Herr Gessler, the Minister of Defence, had told 
him that he intended to refer the order (for members of the armed forces 
to display the Republican colours simultaneously with the old colours of 
the Empire) to his Cabinet colleagues for approval. But this plan had 
been spoiled by an indiscretion committed by their political enemies. 

It was reported that an agreement between the British textile machinery 
manufacturers and the German textile industry had been concluded. 

September 23rvd.—Baron von Maltzan, German Minister to the United 
States, was killed in an aeroplane accident in Thuringia. 

September 25th—In an interview granted to the Matin, Herr 
Stresemann stated that the President had only repeated opinions 
which were familiar in Germany and to which he himself had given 
expression in one of his own speeches. It was only natural that the 
President, who was nearly eighty, should give expression to the conviction 
that the German army had entered the war with clean hands. He argued 
that if arbitration was the best method of settling disputes, it ought also 
to be applied to high moral questions, such as that of war guilt. 


Great Britain. 

September 22nd.—Anglo-German textile industry agreement. (See 
Germany.) 

The Government’s report to the League of Nations on the administration 
of the British Sphere of Togoland for the year 1926 was published. 

September 23rd.—Canton Government sought assistance of Hongkong 
Government. (See China, Foreign Relations and Canton.) 

A White Paper (Cmd. 2951) was issued giving the text of the Treaty 
which was signed at Jeddah on 20th May, 1927, between Sir Gilbert Clayton 
on behalf of Great Britain, and the son of the Wahabi King (Viceroy in the 
Hejaz) on behalf of the Hejaz and the Nejd. Ratifications were exchanged 
at Jeddah on 17th September. 


Greece. 
September 14th.—It was reported that as a result of the escape from 


Samos of “the 150”’ proscribed Turks who had taken refuge there, the 
Government had recalled the Governor of Samos. 
September 15th.—New loan to Greece under League auspices. (See League). 
September 20th.—It was stated that owing to the continuance of 
propaganda by supporters of General Pangalos, the Public Security 
Commission had decided to deport four of the worst agitators (amongst 
whom was Captain Colialexis) to the Aigean Islands. 
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The Hejaz. 
September 23rd.—Issue of White Paper publishing text of Treaty with 
Great Britain signed 20th May, 1927. (See Great Britain.) 


Holland. 

September 20th.—The new Session of Parliament was opened by the 
Queen. The speech from the Throne stated that the country’s capacity 
for agricultural production was increasing but that the financial situation 
demanded care, as heavy taxation retarded the revival of prosperity. With 
regard to Belgium, Holland was now examining the problems left outstanding 
by the rejection on 24th March of the Treaty of 3rd April, 1925, and confidence 
was expressed that it would be possible by mutual co-operation to come 
to an arrangement acceptable to both countries. The results of the League 
Economic Conference were regarded as satisfactory, as the policy there 
declared was that pursued by Holland. Reference was made to the 
disturbances in Java, and it was stated that measures had been taken to 
protect it against further attempts on its safety and well-being. 

September 23vd.—The police arrested several students on the charge of 
being implicated in Communist risings in the Dutch East Indies. 


Iraq. 
September 21st.—Appointment of Turkish Consul-General for Iraq 
(See Turkey.) 


Italy. 

September 13th.A Communist approached a group of Fascists and 
officers of the Fascist Militia at Ravenna and fired several shots. A consul 
ef militia was wounded as well as the political secretary of the local party 
who drew his revolver and shot the would-be assassin dead. 

September 16th.—Arrest and imprisonment of Italian Communists. 
(See Switzerland.) 

September 17th.—M. Valdemaras, the Lithuanian Prime Minister, and 
Signor Mussolini signed a Treaty of Friendship and Arbitration and a Trade 
Agreement between their two countries. 

September 18th.—The Special Fascist Tribunal for the Defence of the 
State sentenced nine Communists to terms of imprisonment varying from 
eight to three years, and acquitted seven others. 

September 20th.—The Vatican official organ, the Osservatore Romano, 
published an article pointing out the situation in which the Pope had been 
placed by the events of 2zoth September, 1870 (when the Italian troops 
entered Rome and brought to an end the temporal power of Rome). The 
article admitted that the outward relations between Church and State 
in Italy had considerably improved under the Fascist Government. 

September 22nd.—Private interview of Lithuanian Prime Minister with 
the Pope. (See Lithuania.) 

September 25th.—Nine Communists, charged with planning the overthrow 
of the present regimé, were sentenced to long terms of imprisonment and 
to fines. 

September 27th.—Professor Valdemaras, Prime Minister of Lithuania, 
signed a Concordat with Cardinal Gasparri, Papal Secretary of State, between 


Lithuania and the Holy See. 


Japan. 

September 15th.—It was reported that the recovery from the recent banking 
crisis was proceeding in such a satisfactory manner that the Japanese Finance 
Minister would, in the course of next week, lay before the principal banks 
and financial houses plans for the flotation of a new bank with a capital 
of {1,000,000 to take over their business. 
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September 26th.—Admiral Saito, Japanese Delegate to the Naval Limitation 
Conference, in a statement to the Japan Advertiser, said he was prepared to 
recommend his Government to summon a second tripartite Naval Conference 
as early as possible. He added that Japan would not begin competitive 
building but only carry out the plans already authorised. 


League of Nations. 


September 14th.—In the Third Disarmament Committee, Lord Onslow, 
Under-Secretary of State for War, said that a revival of the discussion of 
the Protocol could only lead to differences of view. 

Dr. Nansen made a proposal for a simple treaty, which would enable 
members of the League who desired to do so, to promote the more general 
acceptance of obligatory arbitration. 

September 15th.—The election of the new Non-Permanent Members of 
the Council took place in the Assembly :— 

Cuba (43); Finland (33); Canada (26) 
were elected. The members vacating their places by rotation were Belgium, 
Czechoslovakia and Salvador. Belgium failed to secure the necessary two- 
thirds majority when the Assembly voted on her application for re-eligibility. 
Greece and Portugal failed to secure their seats. Votes were also recorded 
for Uruguay (3); Denmark (2); Siam, Switzerland and Haiti (1 each) 
The Council thus consists of :— 

Permanent Members : Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy and Japan. 

Non-Permanent Members: Poland, Rumania, Chile, Holland, Colombia, 
China, Canada, Finland and Cuba. 

The Council adopted the report of the Financial Committee authorising 
the issue of a new loan to Greece. 

In regard to the Bulgarian request for a loan under the auspices of the 
League, a letter to the Council was read from M. Biroff, the Bulgarian 
Foreign Minister, and Professor Moloff, Finance Minister. 

The case of the cruiser “‘ Salamis ’’ came before the Council, Germany 
and Greece being the disputants. 

The Second Committee dealing with technical organizations met. Major 
Elliot, M.P., spoke of the work of the Health Section of the League, in 
particular that on the second Malaria report. 

The Fifth Committee (Social and General Questions) met, and discussed 
the League Report on the White Slave Traffic. 

September 16th.—-Dr. Nansen presented the report of the Mandates Com- 
mission to the League. Mr. Smit, the High Commissioner in London for 
South Africa, thanked Dr. Nansen for his careiul impartial statement. In 
his speech he pointed out that the South African Government administered 
South-West Africa in the interests of the territory itself and not those of a 
colonizing power. He said that he welcomed the appointment of a German 
on the Mandates Commission. 

In the Third (Disarmament Committee), Lord Lytton (India) delivered 
a speech. M. Paul-Boncour (France) produced a resolution recommending 
the conclusion of arbitration agreements ensuring a pacific solution of all 
differences, which should create mutual confidence among all States. The 
resolution proposed the making of the terms of the Protocol of 1924 more 
elastic in order to permit the signatories to determine their engagements 
more or less proportionately with the ties which unite the various nations 
according to their geographical situation. 

The Sixth Committee discussed the report on the recent Press Conference. 

The Committee of Jurists presented their Report on the Rumano-Hun- 
garian agrarian dispute. 


160 

















17 


At a reception of journalists, Herr Stresemann replied to those who had 
argued that Germany was not sincere in the cause of peace. He said that 
the sentiments expressed by the Delegation were those of the German nation. 
Germany would do all in her power to assist forward disarmament, and she 
had been disarmed and was in need of security. He stated that Germany 
would support any League movement for the protection of minorities. 

September 17th.—In the Second Committee, M. Theunis (Belgium), Chair- 
man of the World Economic Conference, reviewed the work of the Conference, 
after which Lord Lytton (India) explained the attitude of the Indian Govern- 
ment towards the report of the Conference. 

September 17th.—The Third (Disarmament) Committee met and decided 
to refer Dr. Nansen’s proposal for an optional arbitration convention to the 
First Committee of the League, which would examine it in its legal aspect. 

In the Fourth (Financial) Committee, the position of the States which 
were in arrears with their contributions to the League was discussed. 

The Fifth (Social) Committee, adopted a report submitted by Sefior 
Portela (Cuba), on the traffic in women and children. 

The Council of the League discussed the Rumano-Hungarian agrarian 
dispute. Count Apponyi (Hungary) rejected the findings of the Committee 
which had the matter under consideration and urged that the dispute should 
go to The Hague Court. M. Titulescu (Rumania) refused to consider the 
suggestion, 

September 19th.—The League Council, after further discussion, decided to 
adjourn the consideration of the Rumano-Hungarian dispute until December. 
Sir Austen Chamberlain begged to be relieved of the charge of being rap- 
porteur of the case, but ultimately withdrew his resignation. 

The Disarmament Committee accepted the Polish proposal, declaring that 
all war is and remains prohibited. An amendment by the Japanese Dele- 
gate was withdrawn. 

The Second Committee continued its general discussion on the report of 
the Economic Conference. Major Elliot (Great Britain) stated that the 
British Government was whole-heartedly im favour of the principles of the 
report. Trade barriers were discussed. 

Statement by Canadian Prime Minister, re election of Canada to the 
Council. (See Canada.) 

Sir Austen Chamberlain left Geneva for Cannes. 

September 20th.—The reports of the Second (Technical Organizations) 
Committee and the Fifth (Social and General Questions) Committee were 
dis cussed in the Assembly. Lord Lytton (India) was the only speaker on 
the opium traffic after the report had been presented. Dame Edith Lyttleton 
spoke on the report on the Traffic in Women and Children. A report was 
presented on the remarkable work of Miss Jebb, in rescuing deported women 
and children in the Middle East. Major Walter Elliot spoke on the work 
of the health organization. 

Sir Edward Hilton Young, in a statement before the Sixth Committee 
of the Assembly, said that steps were being taken by urgent measures as 
quickly as possibly to remedy the law of the Sierra Leone Protectorate in 
regard to slavery. 

The Special Committee on Disarmament (examining the French and 
German proposals referring to security and arbitration) held private dis- 
cussions. It was learned that Lord Onslow had made an important statement 
in favour of the principles contained in the French proposal by suggesting 
that the possibilities arising from the articles of the Covenant in the matter 
of security should be carefully examined. Eventually the subject was 
referred to a drafting committee. 

September 20th.—The Third (Disarmament) Committee of the Assembly 
adopted a resolution embodying new proposals in regard to Arbitration, 
Security and Disarmament. 
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The Second (Economic) Committee rejected the general agreement in 
regard to the form of the body to be set up for the purpose of carrying on the 
recent Economic Conference. 

The First (Legal and Constitutional) Committee considered the Nansen 
draft of an optional convention for the obligatory arbitration of disputes. 
A request was received from the Third Committee that the draft should be 
examined in all its legal details. 

September 22nd.—British Government’s report on Administration in 
Togoland. (See Great Britain.) 

A public sitting of the Council was held at which Dr. Nansen 
reported on the plight of the Armenian refugees, and his efforts to 
settle them in the Republic of Erivan. He stated that it would be necessary 
to end the connection of the League with, and the responsibility of the League 
for, the enterprise in which there was no hope of practical success unless some 
new prospect was opened up of material help. The Council decided to make 
a new appeal to members of the League to support the settlement scheme. 

The Assembly of the League continued its session. It received a pro- 
posal by Dame Edith Lyttleton (Great Britain) for laying down some prin- 
ciple regulating the relation of the League to institutes and bodies which 
were set up under its authority, but which did not form part of its organi- 
zation. The Agenda Committee decided to place the question on the Agenda 
of the present Assembly. 

The report of the International Committee on Intellectual Co-operation 
was introduced by Dr. Breitscheid (Germany). 

The Assembly adopted the report of the Second Committee on the plan 
for a Greek loan, and the creation of a new Bank of Issue. 

The report of the Sixth Committee on the conference of Press experts 
was adopted unanimously. 

In presenting the report of the Sixth Committee on Slavery to the 
Assembly, Sir Edward Hilton Young made special reference to the abolition, 
in January next, of the modified form of domestic servitude which he said 
had continued in Sierra Leone, in spite of an impression that it had been 
eliminated from the laws of the territory. 

The Third (Disarmament) Committee decided to ask the Council of the 
League to complete the Finnish proposal for financial assistance to States 
which were the victims of aggression. 

September 23rd.—A meeting of the Assembly was held. The President, 
Sefor Guani, announced that the German Delegation had signed the 
Optional Clause accepting compulsory jurisdiction by the Permanent Court 
of International Justice at The Hague. 

The final report of the Third Committee on Disarmament passed the 
committee stage. 

September 25th.—Herr Stresemann made a speech in which he referred 
to the promises made under the Treaty of Versailles, to the effect that the 
conpulsory disarmament of Germany would be followed by the voluntary 
disarmament of other nations. He said that if the League allowed dis- 
armament to wait on security and security on disarmement it will be following 
a blind alley. They must have an extension of the Locarno principle, and it 
must be recognized that armaments could never form the basis of security. 
Lord Onslow claimed that definite progress on the road to disarmament had 
been made during the present Assembly. The new Commission of Arbitra- 
tion, which they hoped to set up, would do much towards guaranteeing 
security. M. Paul-Boncour insisted that the collective organization of the 
League must be such that its individual members would be able to surrender 
to it part of their responsibility. He supported the Protocol, and regarded 
the regional agreements merely as fragments of the Protocol. 

The Assembly made a solemn declaration in favour of the Polish resolution 


to outlaw war. 
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September 26th.—M. Michalakopoulos, Greek Foreign Minister, appealed 
for help towards the cost of supporting the tens of thousands of Armenian 
refugees in his country. His Government had already spent over £250,000, 
and now asked that the refugees should be transferred to the Caucasus. 
Dr. Nansen made an appeal for funds, without which he would be unable 
to go on with his plan for a national home for Armenians in Erivan. 

September 27th.—The final session of the Assembly was closed by Signor 
Guani, the President, making a speech in which he said that in matters of 
arbitration and disarmament the League had come to distinguish more 
clearly the boundary between the practical and the ideal, while in Economics 
it had undertaken an entirely new programme this year., 

The Council approved the resolution on Arbitration, Security and Dis- 
armament passed by the Assembly the previous day. 


Lithuania. 
September 13th.—It was stated that the authorities were taking the 


severest measures against those who participated in the insurrection at 
Tauroggen on 11th September (see BULLETIN No. 6). Six of the insurgents 
were summarily executed and the others captured were threatened with 
a similar fate. Captain Majus, the leader, was reported to have escaped 
into Germany. 

September 16th.—M. Valdemaras’ statement on Baltic relations. (See 
Germany.) 

September 17th.—Italo-Lithuanian Treaty. (See Italy.) 

September 19th.—The Lithuanian Military Court concluded the trial of 
a further twenty-two persons who had taken part in the raid at Tauroggen, 
Eight were condemned to death, nine to imprisonment for life, and the 
remainder to terms ranging from three to twenty years. President Smetona 
later commuted the sentences on seven of the condemned men to imprisonment 
for life, but the eighth, named Milgeraitis, was executed. 

September 22nd.—President Valdemaras, the Prime Minister, was received 
in private audience by the Pope. 

September 27th.—Signature of Concordat with the Holy See. (See Italy.) 


Mexico. 

September 14th.—Mr. Arthur Brewer, an American, employed in the 
Southern Pacific Railway at Guadalajara, was murdered by a fellow clerk. 
A Mexican, Don Javier Diaz, has been arrested. Two attacks were also 
made on mines owned by American citizens. The United States Consul at 
Guadalajara made representations to the Mexican Government in both 
these connections. 

September 15th.—Insurgents drove off foreigners from the American owned 
Mazata silver mine near Guadalajara and held it for four hours. It was 
further reported that the ‘“‘ Reds ’’ were making fresh trouble at the United 
States Amparo Company’s mines (previous incident reported in BULLETIN 
Nos. 4 and 5 under date 26th August). The United States Consul lodged 
a further protest with the Mexican Government. 

September 16th.—The Government arrested two former officers in the 
Army, General Don Villarent Bustos and Colonel Don Juan Borallo, on 
a charge of plotting revolution. 

September 21st.—United States Government’s action in connection with 
the trial of Javier Diaz. (See U.S.A.) 


Morocco. 

September 17th.—It was reported that Uld Ayana, the last insurgent 
chieftain in arms in the Spanish Zone, had surrendered. 
Nicaragua. 

September 14th.—Brig.-General F. B. McCoy’s report on conditions in 
Nicaragua. (See U.S.A.) 
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September 20th.—It was reported that a detachment of United States 
Marines and Nicaraguan National Guards, numbering forty-five in all, 
encountered about 150 members of General Salgado’s rebel band attacking 
the garrison of the town of Telpaneca. Two Marines and one soldier were 
killed. The rebels were reported to have lost twenty killed and twenty-five 


wounded. 


Permanent Court of International Justice. 
September 23vd.—Signature of Optional Clause by Germany. (See League 
of Nations.) 


Palestine. 

September 14th.—As a result of a serious fire in the store sheds of the 
Palestine Railways Administration at Haifa damage estimated at £25,000 
was caused to the building and rolling stock of the Palestine and Hejaz 


Railways. 


Poland. 

September 19th.—The Seym assembled to resume its interrupted summer 
session. 

September 20th.—The Seym was adjourned until 2oth October. During 


the debate it had rejected, by the votes of all deputies present except 
one, the Government’s amended version of the Press Bill; it had proposed 
to abolish the Government’s power of legislating by decree; it tabled 
against the Government and individual Ministers thirty or forty votes of 
censure and interpellations, and passed through two readings a Bill 
to prohibit the Government from evading decisions of Parliament by the 
expedient of stopping their promulgation in the Monitor Polski (Official 
Gazette). 

September 21st.—M. Bogomoloff, the former Soviet Diplomatic Secretary 
in London, was appointed diplomatic representative in Warsaw, in succession 


to M. Voikoff. 


Portugal. 
September 20th.—Thirteen prisoners accused of having planned a 
revolutionary movement, four Communists and fifty-eight criminals were 


-deported to Africa. 


Spain. 

September 14th.—On the occasion of the fourth anniversary of the coup 
d’Etat a Royal Decree was issued granting an amnesty to persons punished 
for offences against the Press laws, as proof of the Government’s ‘‘ regard 
and affection’ for the Press. The preamble to the Decree declared that 
the Press contributed considerably to the success of the present régime. 

It was reported that as a result of the signing of the decree convoking 
the National Consultative Assembly Senor Sanchez Guerra, the leader of the 
Monarchical Conservatives, had left Spain. 

September 15th.—The first ninety-nine members of the Consultative 
Assembly were made known. All are members by reason of their present 
functions. An official Note was issued explaniing that the Government 
had not yet been able to consider the names of such members as would be 
. directly appointed by it. 

September 17th.—Surrender of Uld Ayana. (See Morocco.) 
The Cabinet approved the rules and regulations of the National 


Consultative Assembly. 
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September 19th.—The Cabinet held a meeting as a result of which the 
Marquis de Estella announced that the list of members of the National 
Consultative Assembly had been drawn up. This list comprised 400 names, 
and as there were only 375 members, the Prime Minister and the Ministers 
of Marine and Public Works had been chosen to make a final selection. 
The Marquis de Estella left for San Sebastian to submit the list of names 
to the King. 

September 21st.—The provisional rules and regulations of the National 
Consultative Assembly were published. They comprised ninety-six articles, 

September 22nd.—It was announced that the Government had signed 
a decree authorizing the appointment of twenty-five more representatives 
of the educational and professional class to the National Assembly, bringing 
up the numbers of the Assembly to 400 instead of 375 members. 


Syria. 

September 23vd.—The Lebanese Press Union protested to the French 
Government against the suspension of Lebanese newspapers for their 
comments on the recent disclosures of fraud and embezzlement in the Customs 
and the local Departments of Public Health and Public Works. 


Switzerland. 

September 16th.—The police arrested twenty-three Italian Communists 
who had entered Switzerland without passports. The local Court sentenced 
them to two years’ imprisonment, after which they will be deported from 
Switzerland and excluded for the next five years. 


Turkey. 

September 18th.—The police visited the premises of the Jewish organization, 
the Bene Berith, and examined its books. 

September 19th.—The Public Prosecutor demanded sentences of imprison- 
ment ranging from one to three years on eight Jews accused of insulting 
conduct towards the Turks during the funeral of the Jewess, Mlle. Elsa Neigo, 
who was murdered during August. 

It was reported that Mr. Joseph Grew, the first United States Ambassador 
to Turkey since the war, had arrived in Constantinople to succeed Rear- 
Admiral Bristol, who had been High Commissioner there for more than eight 
years. 

September 21st.—It was announced that the Government had appointed 
Talaat Kaia Bey as Turkish Consul-General in Iraq. This appointment 
opened diplomatic relations between the two countries. 

September 22nd.—The First Correctional Court in Stamboul acquitted the 
nine Jews accused of having used insulting language towards the Turks 
during the funeral of the Jewess, Mile. Elsa Neigo. The Jewish leader, 
Avram, who was accused of having assaulted an individual during the funeral 
was sentenced to thirty-five days’ imprisonment. 


U.S.A. 

September 14th.—Murder of American citizen. (See Mexico.) 

Brigadier-General F. B. McCoy returned from his official visit 
to Nicaragua and presented his report to the State Department. 
The report stated that conditions were better than were expected although 
‘“‘ co-operation was practicable only through the Legation and the Marines.” 
Active operations were in progress against the military irreconcilables and 
there was little doubt that the pacification of the whole country was near 


at hand. 
Reported proposal to lease Czechoslovak railways. (See Czechoslovakia.) 
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September 15th.—The French reply to the American treaty proposals was 
received, but not made public owing to the request of the French not to 
disclose its terms. It was understood that France had rejected the most- 
favoured-nation idea and proposed to reduce by 50 per cent. the new duties 
on American goods while negotiations were in progress, provided that the 
principle of reciprocity was admitted. 

Attacks on American mines and United States Consul’s protest. (See 
Mexico.) 

September 17th.—Arrival of American Legion in France. (See France.) 

September 19th.—Arrival of U.S.A. Ambassador in Constantinople. 
(See Turkey.) 

September 20th.—Mr. Dwight W. Morrow, a partner in the banking firm 
of Messrs. J. P. Morgan & Co., was appointed United States Ambassador 
to Mexico. 

The reply to the French Note on the tariff question was transmitted to 
Paris, but in view of the French desire the text was not published. It was 
understood that the Note was conciliatory in tone, but that it records the 
inability of the United States authorities to recede from the most-favoured- 
nation basis. 

September 21si.—The United States Government notified the Mexican 
Government that, according to information in its possession, the trial of 
Javier Diaz (accused of murdering Mr. Arthur Brewer, a United States 
citizen), was not being conducted in a satisfactory manner. 


U.S.S.R. 

September 14th-——M. Yurenieff was appointed new Soviet Minister to 
Austria. (See Austria). 

Seplember 15th.—Trial of Russians arrested in March. (See China, Peking 
Government.) 

Eighteen students, “ participants’’ in the July insurrection in Vienna, 
arrived in Leningrad, where a meeting was held at which they spoke on the 
“ treachery of the Austrian Social-Democrats.’’ They stated that they had 
come to the U.S.S.R. to study the best methods of revolution and how to 
overthrow the bourgeoisie. 

The Government published an account of the recent expedition to Arabia 
(see BULLETIN No. 6, under date 1st September). It was claimed that by 
selling Soviet flour and sugar cheaply on the Arabian market, the price of 
sugar in the Hejaz had been reduced by £3 stg. per ton, which kept out 
Indian sugar. A sugar famine was reported in the U.S.S.R. 

Details were published of a contract placed by the Soviet Government 
with the German steel industry to the value of {1,000,000 for pipes for the 
naphtha conduit from Baku to Batoum. 

The Black Sea Fleet began its manceuvres. 

September 16th.—M. Eugene Chen, the former Foreign Minister of the 
Hankow Government, defined his attitude in regard to recent events in 
China in a statement to the Press. He deplored the downfall of the Kuomin- 
tang and called upon Chinese revolutionaries to rally to Mme. Sun Yat-sen. 

September 15th.—M. Litvinoff stated in Moscow that the French and 
Soviet delegations had come to an agreement that the Soviet Government 
should pay 60,000,000 gold francs (£2,400,000) annually for French “ small 
bondholders.”’ 

September 19th.—It was reported that the Soviet Government had an- 
nounced that another “ great trial’’ by the Leningrad Supreme Military 
Tribunal would begin during the next fewdays. Five persons would undergo 
trial; five others, including a woman, were shot for offering armed resist- 
ance to arrest by the Ogpu. The persons stand accused of belonging to a 
monarchist organization working for the Grand Duke Nicholas. 
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September 20th.—It was stated that as part of the manceuvres of the 
Soviet Black Sea Fleet, a “‘ gas attack’’ was to be made on Odessa. 

September 21st.—Appointment of new Minister to Poland. (See Poland.) 

September 22nd.—It was reported that M. Litvinoff, in a fresh declaration 
with regard to Franco-Soviet negotiations on the debt question, after saying 
that complete agreement had been reached on the debts, added that the 
general agreement had not yet been signed for the sole reason that the French 
Delegation had not accepted the French proposals in regard to credits. 

September 23rd.—M. Nikiferoff, Diplomatic Agent in Mongolia, has been 
recalled and succeeded by M. Okhtin. 

U.S.S.R. debt settlement proposals. (See France.) 

September 25th.—The trial in Leningrad of five ‘‘ Monarchist terrorists ”’ 
accused of espionage on behalf of the British Government and other Govern- 
ments ended in four men being sentenced to death and one to ten years’ 
imprisonment. : 
Yugoslavia. 

September 20th.—A train was wrecked by seven bombs placed on the line 
in Yugoslovia, near the Greek frontier, in the vicinity of Strumitza. It was 
supposed that the outrage was the work of Bulgarian Komitajis. 

September 23vd.—It was reported that the Yugoslav Minister in Sofia had 
been instructed to call attention to the recent activities of the Komitajis 
near the frontier. 


III. LEAGUE OF NATIONS NOTES. 


The New Council Members. 

By a somewhat slender majority Canada was elected to one of the three non- 
permanent seats on the Council, rendered vacant by the retirement of Belgium, 
Czecho-Slovakia and Salvador. Canada’s election marks a new step in the relations 
between the Mother Country and the Dominions. The other two countries elected 
were Cuba and Finland. 


The Hungarian-Rumanian Dispute. 

Quite the most important problem before the forty-seventh session of the 
Council was the dispute between Hungary and Rumania. Unfortunately the 
matter has reached a deadlock and is being deferred till the December meeting of 
the Council, as whilst Rumania is prepared to accept the recommendations of the 
Council, Hungary wishes the whole matter referred to the Permanent Court. 
It will be remembered that the problem arose out of the new Rumanian agrarian 
reform law, which provides for the confiscation of property. As the Treaty of 
Trianon declares that the Hungarian minority in Rumania is entitled to hold its 
immovable property on Rumanian territory, the Hungarian Government claims 
that the Hungarian minority should be exempt from the operations of the new act. 
The Rumanian Government has claimed that the clause was merely intended to 
prevent victimisation. 


The Assembly and Disarmament. 

The League’s work towards disarmament appears to have received a fresh 
impetus as a result of the Assembly discussions. The Third Commission has 
accomplished a remarkable feat in combining opinions as varied as those of Great 
Britain, France and Germany into one composite resolution. Moreover, this has 
been welcomed in the Assembly by spokesmen of some of the smaller Powers and 
Australia. As a concession to British opinion all mention of the Geneva Protocol 
is absent. A special Commission will be created to study the problems of arbitration 
and security on the basis of the Covenant. 

The work of the Preparatory Commission for the World Disarmament 
Conference will be speeded up. M. Loudon (Holland) definitely announced that the 
next meeting is to take place in November. 

The Polish resolution was adopted unanimously by the full Assembly. This 
places a ban upon aggressive war, and stipulates for the settlement of international 
disputes by peaceful means.—By the courtesy of the League of Nations Union, 
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IV.—NOTICES. 


1. The second general meeting of the International Association for Social 
Progress was opened by Dr. Seipel in Vienna on 14th September. Representatives 
of fifteen Governments and seventeen National Unions attended. 

2. The last sitting of the International Congress of Physics was held on 
19th September at the Capitol, Rome, when Signor Marconi delivered the closing 
speech. 

3. The First International Conference on the production of Bread and Flour 
opened at Prague on 22nd September and was attended by 200 delegates drawn 
from many countries. 

4. The Rotary International meeting opened in Prague on 25th September. 


V.—FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 
Sept. 29thto Meeting of Schools of Public Health and Con- Budapest and 


Oct. 8th. ference of Directors of Public Health . oe Zagreb. 
a 1st. International Wireless Conference Washington. 
»  lioth. *Mixed Committee of Experts on the ° Counterfeiting 
of Currency Geneva. 
» Toth. Second Pan-European Congress ee Brussels. 
» 7th. *Diplomatic Conference on Import and ‘Export 
Prohibitions and Restrictions .. ‘ Geneva. 
Oct.-Nov.(?) *Permanent Mandates Commission ae .. Geneva. 
Oct. 28th. *Health Committee .. Geneva. 


Nov. 3rd. *International Continuation Course in Public Health London. 


»  5th(?) — Body of Experts on Traffic in Women and 
hildren.. .. Geneva (?) 


Dec. 5th. For Eastern Association of Tropical Medicin .. Calcutta. 
* League of Nations. 
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